
Excerpts	from	Rachael	Denhollander’s	Impact	Statement	

I	think	of	the	young	girl	that	I	was	and	the	little	girls	and	young	women	all	of	these	survivors	were	every	
day.	I	feel	like	I	see	them	in	the	faces	of	my	two	precious	daughters.	When	I	watch	my	daughters'	eyes	
light	up	as	they	dance	to	The	Nutcracker,	I	remember	the	little	girl	that	I,	and	all	of	these	women,	used	
to	be.	The	sparkle	their	eyes	must	have	had	as	mine	did	before	their	innocence	was	taken.	I	watched	my	
daughters	love	and	trust	unreservedly	and	I	remember	the	long	road	that	it	has	been	to	let	myself	love	
and	be	loved	without	fear.	I	think	of	the	scars	that	still	remain	for	all	of	us.	

But	because	of	what	Larry	did,	the	cost	of	making	it	end	has	been	incredibly	high.	And	the	effects	of	Larry's	
abuse	has	been	redoubled	in	the	effort	that	I	took	to	stop	him.	

Choosing	to	live	those	moments	over	and	over,	daily,	releasing	every	shred	of	privacy	that	I	had,	living	with	
the	reality	that	not	only	didn't	I	get	to	choose	what	you	did,	but	now	I	didn't	get	to	choose	who	knew	
about	it.	

The	cost,	emotional	and	physical,	to	see	this	through	has	been	greater	than	many	would	ever	know.	And	
Larry,	I	don't	need	to	tell	you	what	the	cost	of	your	abuse	has	been	to	me	because	you	got	to	read	my	
journals,	every	word	of	them.	Because	those	had	to	go	into	evidence	to	make	this	happen.	

I	want	you	to	understand	why	I	made	this	choice	knowing	full	well	what	it	was	going	to	cost	to	get	here	and	
with	very	little	hope	of	ever	succeeding.	I	did	it	because	it	was	right.	No	matter	the	cost,	it	was	right.	And	
the	farthest	I	can	run	from	what	you’ve	become	is	to	daily	choose	what	is	right	instead	of	what	I	want.	

You	have	become	a	man	ruled	by	selfish	and	perverted	desires,	a	man	defined	by	his	daily	choices	
repeatedly	to	feed	that	selfishness	and	perversion.	You	chose	to	pursue	your	wickedness	no	matter	what	
it	cost	others	and	the	opposite	of	what	you	have	done	is	for	me	to	choose	to	love	sacrificially,	no	matter	
what	it	costs	me.	

Throughout	this	process,	I	have	clung	to	a	quote	by	C.S.	Lewis,	where	he	says,	my	argument	against	God	
was	that	the	universe	seems	so	cruel	and	unjust.	But	how	did	I	get	this	idea	of	just	or	unjust?	A	man	
does	not	call	a	line	crooked	unless	he	first	has	some	idea	of	straight.	What	was	I	comparing	the	universe	
to	when	I	called	it	unjust?	

Larry,	I	can	call	what	you	did	evil	and	wicked	because	it	was.	And	I	know	it	was	evil	and	wicked	because	the	
straight	line	exists.	The	straight	line	is	not	measured	based	on	your	perception	or	anyone	else's	
perception,	and	this	means	I	can	speak	the	truth	about	my	abuse	without	minimization	or	mitigation.	
And	I	can	call	it	evil	because	I	know	what	goodness	is.	And	this	is	why	I	pity	you.	Because	when	a	person	
loses	the	ability	to	define	good	and	evil,	when	they	cannot	define	evil,	they	can	no	longer	define	and	
enjoy	what	is	truly	good.	

In	losing	the	ability	to	call	evil	what	it	is	without	mitigation,	without	minimization,	you	have	lost	the	ability	
to	define	and	enjoy	love	and	goodness.	You	have	fashioned	for	yourself	a	prison	that	is	far,	far	worse	
than	any	I	could	ever	put	you	in,	and	I	pity	you	for	that.	

You	spoke	of	praying	for	forgiveness.	But	Larry,	if	you	have	read	the	Bible	you	carry,	you	know	forgiveness	
does	not	come	from	doing	good	things,	as	if	good	deeds	can	erase	what	you	have	done.	It	comes	from	
repentance	which	requires	facing	and	acknowledging	the	truth	about	what	you	have	done	in	all	of	its	
utter	depravity	and	horror	without	mitigation,	without	excuse,	without	acting	as	if	good	deeds	can	erase	
what	you	have	seen	in	this	courtroom	today.	

The	Bible	you	speak	carries	a	final	judgment	where	all	of	God's	wrath	and	eternal	terror	is	poured	out	on	
men	like	you.	Should	you	ever	reach	the	point	of	truly	facing	what	you	have	done,	the	guilt	will	be	
crushing.	And	that	is	what	makes	the	gospel	of	Christ	so	sweet.	Because	it	extends	grace	and	hope	and	
mercy	where	none	should	be	found.	And	it	will	be	there	for	you.	

I	pray	you	experience	the	soul	crushing	weight	of	guilt	so	you	may	someday	experience	true	repentance	and	
true	forgiveness	from	God,	which	you	need	far	more	than	forgiveness	from	me	--	though	I	extend	that	to	
you	as	well.	
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